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M > v "'
F a iry  ta le s  can  com e tru e , 
It can happen to you 
If y o u 're  young a t h e a r t . . .  "
T hese  a re  w ords fro m  a  song som e of u s  re m e m b er.
It was m ade fam ous by F ran k  S in a tra  back in  the fiftie s . It 
was S in a tra 's  voice th a t sang  th is  song again on the m orning 
of Septem ber 3, 1971 w hile a  TV c a m e ra  focused  on my pain t­
ing of R ivendell, the one I gave to  Glen GoodKnight two y e a rs  
ago. To m e th is  scene and song w e re  a  fitting  finale fo r 
G len 's  f i r s t  TV in terv iew  on the "R alph S to ry 's  A . M. " show, 
A BC-TV. P a r ts  of the in terv iew  had b o rd e red  on the r id ic ­
u lous, especia lly  som e re m a rk s  fro m  the tem p o ra ry  host, 
but Glen conducted h im se lf with poise and fielded  questions 
r a th e r  w ell. I don 't know who chose th a t S in a tra  song to  
play over R ivendell but I fe lt i t  w as a p p ro p ria te  because 
G len 's  " fa iry  ta le"  of the Mythopoeic Society h as  com e tru e  
in  an even g re a te r  sen se  than  he had envisioned. T hat TV 
in terv iew  w as followed by th re e  and a ha lf days of Mythcon II 
and G len 's  wedding to  Bonnie B erg s tro m . ■
L a te r  tha t F rid ay  afternoon I a r r iv e d  in  G oleta, a  sub­
u rb  d irec tly  n o rth  of Santa B arb a ra . The F ran c isc o  T o rre s  
hotel w here Mythcon II was held is  n e a r the Is la  V is ta  sec tion  
of G oleta w here the Bank of A m eric a  was burned  during  the 
1970 d em onstra tions . But Is la  V ista  has had p lea sa n te r 
m om ents. In Ju ly  of 1970 W este rcon  XXIV, a  sc ience  fiction  
convention, was held a t the T o rr e s  and those  of u s  fro m  the 
Society who attended w ere  su re  tha t i t  would be a  fine hotel 
fo r a  M ythcon. We w ere  righ t.
A t the T o rre s  I w as g re e ted  by our re g is tra t io n  com ­
m ittee , P at Rawlings and Paula Sigm an who w ere so busy 
they b illed  them selves  as  The M arty r Tw ins. A fte r locating 
my room  and talk ing  to  vario u s  people I found m yself joining 
a  group headed by Glen who w ere  on th e ir  way to  a  loca l 
re s ta u ra n t. It was in  th is  group th a t I f i r s t  m et o u r G uest 
of H onor, M ary M cD erm ott S h ide ler. F o r  those  of you who 
don 't a lre ad y  know it  she is  a  lead ing  au tho rity  on the w orks 
of C h arles  W illiam s, with such  books to  h e r  c re d it a s  The 
Theology of Rom antic Love. When you m ee t h e r  you re a liz e  
th a t you a r e  in  the p re sen ce  not only of a  fine w r ite r  but 
a lso  a  friend ly  hum an being. She fits  my idea l definition of 
a  f a n . . .  som eone who, without p re te n se , thoroughly enjoys 
sh arin g  com m on in te re s ts .
A fte r d inner was the G e t-T ogether P a rty  and what is  now 
my trad itio n a l slide  show of M ythopoeic events. Each y e a r  
I have to  be m ore  se lec tiv e  o r  o therw ise  we would have a 
non-stop  s lid e  show. Since 1959 I 'v e  accum ulated  over 4800 
s lid e s  (m ost of th em  non-M ythopoeic) and I often w onder how 
long a  s lid e  show they  would m ake.
Mythcon II o ffic ially  opened on Saturday  m orning  Sept­
em b e r 4th with a  p ro c essio n  fro m  the no rth  lawn of the T o r -  . 
r e s ,  around the sw im m ing pool and into the conference h all.
As we passed  the pool I envisioned a fu tu re  Mythcon when 
we would a sse m b le  a t the deep end of the pool and then  r is e  
m ajes tica lly  fro m  the w a te rs .
I m ust say  I take p rid e  in  th e  Society when I se e  how 
c rea tiv e  o u r m em b ers  a r e .  The costum es and b an n e rs  fo r  
the p ro c ess io n  w ere  even b e tte r  than  la s t  y e a r 's  and cam e 
c lose  to  riv a lin g  the pagean try  of the C rea tiv e  A n achron is ts . 
T hose of you who a r e  fa m ilia r  w ith the neo-M edieval group 
know th at th is  is  not a  ligh t com plim ent. When a ll  of us w ere 
sea ted  in the conference h a ll G len asked  each  b ran ch  to  r i s e  
as  i ts  nam e w as ca lled . Not a l l  b ra n ch es w ere  re p re se n te d  
but those who w ere th e re  showed im agination  in  th e ir  group 
sp ir i t .  I 'm  thinking in  p a r tic u la r  of the H ollyw ood-W ilshire 
b ran ch  who not only cam e in  A r t  Nouveau costum es but sang 
a  song  about i t  as  w ell.
The p ro g ram  that followed on Saturday  afternoon  did not 
have my com plete atten tion  a s  I w as busy  talk ing  to  people 
and cou ldn 't s i t  s t il l .  I did no tice , how ever, th a t w hile the 
f i r s t  Mythcon had an overabundance of sch o la rly  p ap e rs  th is  
Mythcon had few er p ap e rs  and the  film s scheduled a t  the 
sam e tim e  took away a  po ten tial audience fro m  the p ap e rs .
S aturday evening 's b ig  event w as the M asquerade . Again 
I was a  costum e judge as I have been a t ou r p icn ics and a t 
sc ience  fiction  conventions. I enjoy i t .  I t  i s n 't  too h a rd  to  
m ake dec isions b ec au se  c e rta in  costum es invariab ly  stand 
out fro m  the o th e rs  and becom e w in n ers . Som etim es th e re  
a r e  conflic ts w ithin a  ca tegory  and so m etim es a  new c a te ­
gory h as  to  be c rea te d  to f it  an obvious w inner. I w on't l i s t  
the w inners h e re . They w ere  lis te d  in  my re p o r t  in  the Oct­
ober is su e  of M ythprint, ou r m onthly bu lletin .
T h ere  was a lso  a  m usic  p ro g ram  th a t evening. I was 
p a r tic u la r ly  im p re sse d  by a  trad itio n a l ballad  ca lled  "Robin 
Hood and the B ishop of H erefo rd"  w hich w as ex p ertly  done 
by Galen P eoples as Robin Hood, D ale Z ie g le r  a s  the B ishop 
and P au la Sigm an singing the n a rra tio n .
A t the f i r s t  Mythcon I b rav ed  the c h ill and dam pness of 
the predaw n hour to p a rtic ip a te  in  a  ce rem ony  ca lled  Dawn 
Fandom . B efore su n rise  on Sunday Glen re a d  p assa g es  from  
The Wind in  theW illows to a  ch illy  but a tten tive audience. 
R em em bering  the th r i l l  of being p a r t  of th is  a lm o st re lig ious 
event I would have attended  i t  again but un fortunately  I did 
not wake in  tim e . I understand  th a t i t  w as foggy anyway. 
T h ere  w e re  o th e rs  who w ere  up in  the w ee h o u rs  of Sunday, 
not fo r Dawn Fandom  but fo r  a  re h e a r s a l  of the P erfo rm in g  
A rts  W orkshop. At 4 A. M. they w e re  re h e a rs in g  a m asque 
based  on C h arle s  W illiam s The G re a te r  T ru m p s to  be p re ­
sented  th a t evening. A t brunch  they  w e re  obviously t ire d  
-and  non-com m unicative . . r)
I 'm  happy to  say  th a t I 'v e  had a t le a s t  one good co n v er­
sa tio n  w ith each  of ou r g uests of honor. A t Mythcon I i t  was 
with C . S. Kilby a t  lunch and a t M ythcon II it  w as over coffee 
with M ary M cD erm ott S hideler., O ur f i r s t  two guests have 
been  friend ly  and in fo rm al enough fo r ca su al conversa tions 
and I hope th is  w ill be the ca se  w ith ou r fu tu re guests.
M rs. S h ide ler and I began by talk ing  about w itchcraft, 
a  popular sub jec t th ese  days. She said  that a fr ien d  of h e r s  
had gone into it  se r io u s ly  but had quit when she found it d is ­
gusting and boring . We d iscu ssed  the techn ica l d iffe rences  
betw een w itches, s o r c e r e r s ,  w iza rd s  and m agicians but I 
c a n 't re c a ll  the d e ta ils . She then told u s  (we had been  joined 
by L ora ine F rank lyn  and Teny Rule) tha t in Japan  your fu ture 
can  be told in  a  tem ple w here a tra in e d  sp arro w  picks up a 
s lip  of paper s im ila r  to those in fortune cookies. The con­
v ersa tio n  then went on about the S h id e lers ' new hom e in 
B oulder, Colorado. I 'd  like to see  it  and perhaps som e day 
I w ill.
Sunday afternoon I caught up with the p ro g ram . Paula 
M arm or, in  h e r  long m edieval robe and P re-R a p h aelite  
h a irdo , re ad  som e of h e r  own poem s. I don 't like to read  
poetry  but I do enjoy hea rin g  i t  when i t 's  done by som eone 
who knows how to read  it. Paula knows how.
The A rt Show tu rned  out b e tte r  than I had expected. At 
Mythcon I we had panels to  hang the paintings but th is  tim e 
we had to prop  them  up aga inst the w alls o r e a se ls . Some 
of the b e tte r  a r t is ts  who had en te red  a r t  at Mythcon I w ere 
lured  away by the m ore p ro fitab le W orld Science F ic tion  
convention 's a r t  show (in Boston tha t sam e weekend). N ev er­
th e less  I was p leasan tly  su rp r is e d  to  see  quite a few good 
paintings in  ou r show, som e by new talen ted  a r t i s t s .  I was 
p ar tic u la rly  im p ressed  by the ink draw ings of John A llen, 
from  the Sacram ento  b ranch . M ark R ogers fro m  New J e r s e y  
also  sen t in som e good ink w ork. Among the w ork of our 
b e tte r  known a r t is ts  th e re  was an a irb ru sh  p o r tra i t  of Tolkien 
by T im  K irk  and a re p re se n ta tio n  of A rag o rn  a s  a  figu re 
from  a pro jec ted  Tolk ien  T aro t by Paula M arm or. I was so 
in trigued  by the co lorfu l psychedelic paintings of Ans B rin s ­
ley th a t T actually  bought one. Sunday afternoon Dave Hulan 
conducted a  voice bidding on the pain tings. As in the science 
fiction  a r t  shows bid sh ee ts  a re  p laced  n e a r the a r t  so tha t 
potential buyers can outbid each o th e r a s  a t an auction. 
C asting  a ll m odesty as id e  I enjoyed see ing  Glen and T atian a  
Szeftel bid ag a in st each  o th er fo r  m y painting of A ragorn  
and A rw en. T ash a  won, with a  li tt le  help  fro m  h e r  fr ie n d s.
I a lso  enjoyed w atching our lady au c tio n eer, L ois New­
m an, who is  a lso  the S ocie ty 's  t r e a s u r e r .  She auctioned 
a r t  w ork, books, m agazines and fanzines w ith .g re a t gusto. 
F ea tu re d  item s  w ere a  dagger fro m  India, som e popular 
T im  K irk  i llu s tra tio n s  and the id io t c a rd s  fro m  G len 's  TV 
in terv iew . She would've auctioned the flo o r if  i t  could have 
been moved.
Sunday evening M ary M cD erm ott S h ide ler gave a ta lk  
en titled  " A re T h ese  Myths T ru e ? "  . S ince I jo tted  notes r a th e r  
h u rr ie d ly  I 'l l  give you ju s t a  few h ighlights of h e r  speech .
. She began by in troducing  h e r s e lf  a s  a  m idd le -aged , m idd le - 
c la ss  and m idd le -w est housew ife and then  proceeded  to  deal 
with such  top ics as M iddle E arth . She re m a rk e d  th a t p lay / 
m y th /fan tasy  have a defin ite  place in  o u r liv es  and fu lfill a 
need w ithin u s . Such th ings a s  o u r M ythopoeic a c tiv itie s  
function a s  a  b ridge  betw een ou r consc ious and ou r subcon­
sc io u s. The m ythopoeic gam e is  w orth  playing fo r  i ts  own 
sak e . A ccord ing  to Lew is a  m yth is  a  s to ry  functioning as  
an im age and to  W illiam s m yths w ere  d iv ine. The m yth ical 
w orld is  re a lly  tha t o ther d ee p er life . It  m ay even be a 
so lid  foundation upon w hich ou r daily  a c tiv itie s  fa ll a s  ra in . 
T o lk ien 's  M idd le -earth  and L ew is ' N arn ia  a r e  im ag in ary  
w orlds used  to  illum inate  ou r r e a l  w orld  w hile W illiam s u ses  
the r e a l  w orld  to  e levate us to  an o th er. I could go on but 
I think i t  would be b e s t  to  re a d  the w hole speech  in  The Myth­
con II P roceed ings soon to  be published a t  $1. 50. O rd er i t  
fro m  the S ocie ty 's  a d d re s s .
The G re a te r  T rum ps m asq u e /p lay  w as fa ir ly  w ell done 
as  fa r  as  ac ting  was concerned  but i t  su ffere d  fro m  tech n ica l 
prob lem s involving lig h ts , p ro jec tio n s  and sound. T he Gold­
en T a ro t d an c ers  who p erfo rm ed  in sid e  a c i r c u la r  s c r im  
c u r ta in  behind the m ain  a c to rs  w e re  p a r tic u la r ly  affec ted  by 
those p rob lem s.
Monday, L abor Day, the la s t  day of the convention I fin ­
a lly  s a t  down long enough to  h e a r  a  panel d iscu ss io n  and p a r ­
tic ip a te  in a  group d iscu ss io n . The panel co n sis ted  of M rs. 
S h ide ler, Sim one W ilson, G alen P eop les and Glen G oodknight 
d iscu ssin g  C h arle s  W illiam s ' unfin ished  novel. The N oises 
T hat W e ren 't T h ere . Sim one re m a rk e d  th a t th e re  is  a  pos­
s ib ility  th a t in s tead  of th is  being W illiam s ' l a s t  novel i t  
co u ld 'v e  been  w ritten  and abandoned b e fo re  A ll H allow 's 
E ve. C e rta in  s im ila r  elem en ts  in  both novels see m  to  sug ­
g est th is . G len re ad  th e  fina l scene' of the unfin ished  novel, 
a  r a th e r  harrow ing  d esc rip tio n  of the m alfo rm ed  cacodem on. 
The group d iscu ss io n  m o d era ted  by L ois Newman concerned  
i tse lf  w ith the re la tio n sh ip  betw een E pic F an tasy , H ero ic
F an tasy  and Sword and S o rce ry . We a ll ag reed  tha t th e re  
w e re  s im ila r i tie s  betw een th ese  types of fa n ta s ies  and it 
is  so m etim e s h a rd  to  dete rm in e  w hich s to r ie s  fit which 
definition.
The M ythopoeic Society has finally  decided to p re se n t 
F an tasy  aw ard s, som ething tha t w as long overdue. Science 
fiction  s to r ie s  have been aw arded Hugos since  1953 and so m e­
tim e s  a  sc ien ce  fiction  s to ry  th a t b o rd e rs  on fan tasy  w ill 
win a Hugo, but th e re  h a sn 't  been a se p a ra te  aw ard  fo r  fan tasy  
t i ll  now (to the b e s t  of m y knowledge anyway). O ur aw ard 
is  a  s ta tu e tte  of a  lion, som ew hat re m in isc e n t of A slan  in  
the N arn ia  s to r ie s . A t the  convention 's  c losing  se ss io n  
Glen announced tha t the M ythopoeic F an tasy  A w ard fo r B est 
F an tasy  of 1970 would go to  M ary S tew art fo r  h e r  novel 
The C ry s ta l  C ave, a  ta le  of M e r lin 's  ea rly  life  befo re  A rth u r. 
Two aw ards fo r  Mythopoeic S cho larsh ip  w ere a lso  p re sen ted . 
One re tro a c tiv e ly  to C .S . Kilby, la s t  y e a r 's  G uest of H onor, 
and the o th e r to  M ary M cD erm ott S h ide ler, the only one to 
re c e iv e  h e r  aw ard  in  perso n .
The convention w as then  o ffic ially  over but th e  d ay 's  
b iggest event w as y et to  com e. Sunday night a f te r  the . 
m asque Glen had m ade the s u rp r is e  announcem ent th a t he 
and Bonnie w ere to  be wed the next afternoon  and aU w ere  
w elcom e to attend . We w aited in  the conference h a ll while 
Bonnie w as being fitted  into h e r  w edding gown and Glen, in 
h is  new E lrond  ro b e , s a t  upon h is  "th rone" on the sp e a k e r 's  
p la tfo rm . When Bonnie did a r r iv e  we a ll followed the couple 
to  the n o rth  lawn, m o s t a l l  of us in  costum e and w ith banners
flying. The Rev. M r. H artung, v ic a r  of the E psicopal C hurch  in  
Is la  V ista , p erfo rm ed  the ce rem ony  w hile ou r co lo rfu l group 
w atched atten tive ly . About halfw ay through the ce rem ony  
G rac ia  F ay  Ellwood and m yself w e re  ca lle d  to  be w itn esses .
I alm o st trip p ed  in  my e a g e rn e ss  to  get th e re . A fte r the 
ce rem ony  Glen and Bonnie led  th e  way to  the recep tio n  s u r ­
rounded by soap  bubbles in s tead  of r ic e .  I 'v e  been  to  quite 
a few conventions but none of them  ev e r ended in  such  a  
grand m anner.
Thanks should ce rta in ly  go to  th o se  whose tim e and e f­
fo r ts  con tribu ted  to  m aking M ythcon II even b e tte r  than 
Mythcon I in  c e rta in  r e s p e c ts . I 'm  thinking in  p a r tic u la r  
of those who volun teered  to  do la s t  m inute w ork fo r  the m asque 
in  the wee h o u rs  of Sunday m orning . And, of c o u rse , we 
shouldn 't fo rg e t M iss H a rd ca s tle  and h e r  NICE se c u rity  tea m  
who posted  up the name? tag  re q u ire m e n ts  a ll o v er the hotel.
A s Glen and Bonnie d rove  off to  th e ir  honeym oon and 
the re s t, of us went hom e th e  a i r  had  a  c e r ta in  sh a rp n ess  
th a t c le a re d  the c o a s ta l landscape, th e re  w as a rainbow  over 
V entura and the se ttin g  sun  co lo re d  th e  w e s te rn  c lpuds. An 
epilogue a s  fitting  a s  the R ivendell-T V  pro logue.
Monolog of a Certain Hobbit
I 'm  decent and re sp ec ta b le ,
I know m y w orth.
I can  gaze haughtily  over my sp e c ta c le s ,
I know I 'm  b e tte r  b re d  than  any Took,
Brandybuck o r  B aggins on e a r th !
I 'm  a decent hobbit-lady , I am !
You can  ta lk  of your s illy  d ragons
And (humph) t r o l l  hoard .
(If th e re  w ere  such  ghastly  th ings, I 'd  fix th e ir  wagons) 
But I do know th a t th a t im p o s to r 's  s i lv e r  spoons 
should be a t my board .
I 'm  a  decent hobbit-lady , I a m !
T h ere  m ay be s tran g e  doings
In th e  O utside,
But th ese  new fangled S h ire -s h ir r if fs  soon w ill be ru e in g  
T h e ir  ou tlandish  behav io r fo r  I 'v e  s t il l  got 
my u m b re lla  —  and I have got m y p r id e !
I 'm  a  decent hobbit-lady , I am !
L . S -B .
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